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Creutlemen of the Senate aw use of Representatives, 
Lilis und you, my Fellow-Citezeus 


= [have been chosen by the prople of Texas, Chief Executive of the State 
for the next two years ‘Lhe othce of the Chief Magistracy of a great sov- 
“eign State hke Texas sat all times, one of great importance and responsi- 
bility , but now, when war is waged upon our common country, and danger 
‘threatens the State upon every hand, and when so many grave questions ol 
policy are to be met, 1ts importance and responsibilities are greatly magnified 
e I fully appreciate the fact that a majority of the suffrages of the people 
lave been cast for me at a time when all that is sacred to us ıs involved im 
the issues of a war of such magnitude, and of such virulence in character, 
“and when the perilous condition of the country requires of the Executive so 
anuch discretion, watchfulness, soundness of judgment, and firmness, in the 
'Uischarge of the duties of his office. 

' I most sincerely thank the people for the distingur-hed honor confer el 
E > 
‘upon me, and for therr manifestation of confidence under circumstances se 
¿marked and sigmficant. And while I distrust my ability and my experience 
in public affairs, I can promise, without reservation, a will and a determina- 
«tion to discharge the duties of this high trust witha firm hand, and as nearly 
“as 1 can in accordance with the wants of the State. 
3 I indulge the hope that a zealous devotion to tlegreat interests of the 
State, in these times of peril, will plead, not unsuccessfully, and excuse, fur 
toy shortcomings and want of wisdom in this high position, and that a gen- 
tious constituency will be slow to desert or abandon a public servant faith- 
glully laboring for the public good. 

‚ If statesmanship and ability—the power to distinguish, and the disposition 
to observe the true character of our political system, be essential qualifica- 
tions in the officials of the Confederate, they can be no less so in the officials 
of the State Government. Texas, in allyıng herself to the other States of 
the South for general purposes, and for the common weal, surrendered not 
“her sovereignty, or her complete control over all matters of a local concern ; 
And it follows, as a matter of course, that a wise and judicious administration 
Of the affairs pertaining to the local, can be of no less importance to the 
welfare of the people, than the proper administration of the affairs pertain- 
“Ing to the general authority. A full appreciation of this simple fact, and a 
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mid observance of 1t in practice, will have no httle influence in producing 
sober and correct views as to the “cope and objects of the Confederate au- 
thonity, and in modifying tendencies to partizan organization and partizan 
stufe, founded alone upon differences of opinion as to the extent and objects 
of that authority 

But the responsibilities of position, in a government hhe ours, and espe- 
cially at a time like this when the services of all are needed, should not dete 
tLe mtizen, through tuuid apprehensions of evil consequences to himself, when 
valled by the voice of his country, from yielding his services to ıt. The hfe 
of the State ıs threatened, ıts welfare being at all times an object near the 
heart of the patriot—and all selfishness and merely personal considerations 
should be banished, and the citizen in private life and in public station, should 
be guided alone by the most exalted patrivtism, discarding from every act 
and utterance bearing reference to public affairs, all baser motives 

We are struggling through the perils ot bloody fields for the preservation 
of the institutions inherited from a glorious ancestry, and it surely behooves 
us to heed their voice to be instructed by their experience, and to study well 
the conditions and means by which they are cot only to be maintained by the 
sword, but perpetuated and wisely adimimstered For the machinery of gov- 
ernment, of all machinery, 1s the most intricate and the most difhcult of ad- 
justment and management, and the science of government, of all sciences, 
has claimed from mankind the greatest share of their attention, and vet has 
secured from them the least un-formicy of opinion as to its true mission, and 
as to the principles which should be embraced in a perfect system 

Though the builders were master builders, yet the complicated and refined 
character of our political system. together with the absence of experience 
and precedents as guides, gave rise, from its very origin, to the most serious 
and delicate questions in the adjustment of State and Federal autborıty— 
questions often involving the most bitter party strifes and the most alarming 
excitements in the public mind, bringing at an early day to the minds of the 
original framers, grave apprehensions of the long duration of the workmanship 
of their own hands 

Our bleeding and struggling country warns the people of tbe dangers of 
holding tu differences of opinion vital in their character, as to the true nature 
of the government of their own formation, and of yielding themselves up 
blindly to partizan organizations and partızan strifes, for the pur pose of build- 
ing up theories at variance with the government as wntten and ordained. 
Instructed by experience and guided by the lights of the past, ıt 1s hoped and 
believed, that if we are true to ourselves, we may escape such dangers for the 
future, and from the beginning of our new politieal career, not only unger- 
stand, but put in practird the government according to 118 true theory. 

The objects and the ends of the State and Confederate governments are so 
distinct, the power» to be employed by them so well distinguished and de- 
fined, that it becomes a matter of wonder how they can be involved in con- 
fusion and uncertainty 

The strength and beauty of a Federal system of government, its value and 
completeness as a government, its harmonious and energetic action, absolutely 
require, in both the general and local authorities, a rigid observance of the 
boundaries of power !)ing between them and marking out their appropriate 
spheres uf action. 

This simple rule forbids alike the usurpation of authority upun the part of 
tue general government, the infringement upon local authority, and the de- 
nial on the part of the State to the general government, the exercise of au- 
thority clearly granted in the Constitution, These observations are not 
deemed out of place here, for the reason that the extraordinary events daily 
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transpiring in our country, together with the universal demands of this war 
upon its energies and resources, are trying beth the strength and character of 
the State and Confederate organizations—the extent of their authority, re- 
spectively, and bringing into action a large class of powers, which in ordinary 
times, and especially in times of peace, he dormant and unobserved 1n the or- 
ganism of a complicated political system. 
A distinction will of course be voserved by every intelligent and just mind- 
ed man, ata time whea necessity furces upon the government the employ- 
3 ment of so many agents for so many varied purposes, between deliberate acts 
‘on the part of the government at variance with the Constitution, and mere 
-y irregularities in the exercise or execution of authority on the part of officials, 
i which may be promptly arrested and corrected by appeals to the proper tri- 
4 punals 
4 To wake such irregularities the foundation for factions and organized oppo- 
“sition to the government, would be at all times unjust and unwise, but in 
t tunes like these madness and folly. 
"4 It ts not apprehended by me that the Confederate government will either 
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, + inaugurate or persevere ima line of policy that will touch the sovereignty of 
¡the States—ınfrınge upon the rights and privileges of the citizcn, violate the 
¿compact between these States, or fail to rebuke and punish usurpations of 

‘(authority upon the part of officials when properly brought to its attention 
“Its disposition ıs conceived to be the reverse of this, and it 1s believed that 
‘the State and Confederate authorities, not only may, but should, in their own 

*;appropriate spheres, and moved by the agencies appropriate to their own or- 

*3ganism, work harmoniously together in uniting and directing the energies of 

~ the country in this deadly contlict for freedom and humanıty. 

For while this contest shall continue for national existence, our mam busi- 
ness must be war. To its demands all other considerations must yield, just 
¿as a man yields all else for the preservation of lis life. The destiny of Texas 
{for weal or for woe, and by her own volition, ıs connected with that of the 

- Southern Confederacy, and she has pledged herself to her sister States of the 

_{South, that their triumphs shall be ber titumpbs, and their fall Ler fall—their 

-‘glory her glory, and their sorrows her sorrows. 

“4 She has pledged life and sacred honor, that the Lone Star banner, around 

A i which clusters so many glorious memories, sacred to the cause of civilization 

„jand well ordered government, ssall never be a banner of treason to the South- 

“jern Confeueracy or to her own plighted faith. 

4. Texas can of course, as other States, act but a subordinate part in the con- 
duct of t is war. And yet the line of policy to be pursued by her as a sov- 
“tereign State, under existing circumstances, may not only be essential to ber 
¡own liberties, but to the hberties of the Southern Cbrfederacy. 

; Up to this period in this bloody drama, Texas has discharged her duties 
‘fully and nobly—even beyond the legal demands made upon Ler energics and 

J resources. 

i Wherever danger has been ıncurred. or glory won upon the field of strife, 
“her sons have poured o1.t their generous blood freely,and won for themselves, 
‘their State, and their common country, ımperishable renown. 

+ But dangers thicken around us and make still greater demands upon her 
patriotism aud power. The fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson, tle conse- 
;quent imperfect correspondence with the States east of the Mississippi river, 

; tand with the government at Riehmond, has rendered the Trans-Miss. Dept., 

-¿ to a very considerable extent, seli dependent, not only for counsels, but for 

x ‚the means of prosecuting the war, and defending itself. The people of Arkan- 
‚sas and Louisiana are flying by thousands with thei property to our borders 

_ ¿to escape the presence of an insolent and insulting foe; and large portions of 
“the territory of those States are already within Federal lines. 
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Under these circumstances, it will be admitted that Texas occupies a large 
place in the Trans-Mıss. Dept. Her territory is vast, ber geographical posi- 
tion favorable, her resources great—her credit has been used but to a himted 
extent, her people Lave not been driven from her borders—murdered upon 
her sol, or her property destrvyed,as has been the case with her sister States, 


She will own these advantages—appreciate her grave respons bilities, and, 
rising with tho occasion that demands still greater effort, make full prepara- 
tion to put forth her strength to the best advantage, when the occasion shall 
present itself The glories of San Jacinto—the horrors of the Alamo, and 
the tyranny of Mexico, are too fresh to ber memory—her saerifices in this 
war are too great, and ber experience too bitter for ber to fail or falter, ın 
this, perhaps, the darkest hour of this dark contest. The spirit of her de- 
parted beroes—of Clough, of Dickson, ot Barnes, of Carter, of Terry, of Lub- 
boch, and of thousands of others, who offered up themselves freely upon the 
altar of therr country. erv aloud for venge ince, and for still greater sacrifices 
on the part of che living in the cause tor which they fell. A young giantess 
as ‚he 15 almost of the forest, with limb unfettered and spirit erect and free, 
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that never stooped to disgrace or tyranny, Texas has not forgotten or forsaken ` 


the faith involved m the issues of secession—she owns the presence of a di- 
vinity in the wild storm of human pasion that racks this continent, and finds ` 
the true mterpretation of this, as of all great revolutions in human affairs, in 
the mysterious ways of an All-wıse and Overruling Providence. 

Asa matter ot course, the conduct of the affairs of the State and its legis- ' 
lation, should have reference tn the mam, to our condition in a state of war.. 
But we know not how long tbese clouds shall bang over the land. In the 
mulst of the “rabarrassments and dangers of war, we should not forget that 
the essential end of government, and of all struggles for government, is the _ 
protection of society and the securing its welfare plysically, morally and ~- 
mentaliy. The laws therefure should be upheld and honored, and as far as 
consists with the circumstances surrounding the State, rigidly enforced, so as, 
to visit speedy punishment upon the offender against its mandates, and check ; 
the wild tendencies to anarchy and violence, resulting from the demoralizing ' 
agencies at work in these times of evil We shall strive m vanr upon the 
field of blood, if in the meantime the bands of society are to be broken; 
asunder—the habit of obedience to law and the authority of government for-. 
gotten and abandoned—human hfe and individual rights left unguarded or: 
exposed to the caprıces of the mob, and the matured and youthful mind ac-. 
customed and famtharized to the fearful and dreadful scenes which always: 
occur when lawless passions hold their sway. We claim to read in the North- i 
ern mind a downward covyse to the dark abyss of confusion, anarchy and! 
boreless tyranny, whicl*but too often marks the destiry of nations involved! 
in protracted wars and bloody revolutions. Warned by the ruin and misery; 
that seems to overhang their society, and by the instructive voice of history, 
we should not in these times of excited passions—of jealous apprehensions, ; 
and of real dangers, overlook the importance of a frequent recurrence to thei 
tundamental principles of security lying at the foundation of society and of! 
government, of trusting to the regularly and legally constituted authorities: 
and tribunals, and of laboring zealously, watchfully, systemancally, and with 
proper foresight, to make them fully adequate to the punishment and sup-; 
pression of crime, and to the protection of society from the wicked offender 
against 1ts peace—its welfare and its life. We should accord our conduct 
witb the spirit of the Constitution and the theories of our government, and 
make the law a shield to every man, and cause every offender to be pun- 
ished according to the law. 
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In the midst of this revolution, the education and the training of the msing 
- generation appeals with peculiar force to the whole society and to the authori- 
_ ties of government, so far as they have control over the subject. We are 
‘Josing many men by the casualties of the war. and many others are absent 
‘from home beneath the banner of their country contending with the foe, 
> some of whose sons cannot be educated unless they receive aid from the State 
“through that system which finds its foundation in the Constitution The 
{lapse of but a few years will introduce the youth of the land upon the stage 
‚of active life, to act their part in society for good or for evil. Every consid- 
{eration as to the welfare of society, and of government, under our institu- 
i tions, requires that they should be trained, educated and prepared for the stern 
tand vamed duties that lie before them as citizens. 
+ The establishment of manufactortes for the leading articles of bushandry 
“tand of daily consumption, so as to reheve the people from a dependence upun 
-8 foreign, irregular, uncertain, and corrupting trade, is a consideration that 
i wilt be owned by all to be of the highest moment. 
-+ The consummation of this desirable end rests mainly with the people, Iım- 
‚iıted and prescribed, as the government is, in its powers over the subject, 
‘They own the capital, the labor—the raw material—the most useful metals 
“she embedded beneath our soil, our geographical position 1s favorable to the 
“introduction of the necessary machinery. What can be accomphshed in this 
‘ne, by associations of individuals and of capital, by enterprise and resolu- 
tion, can only be determined by persevering, systematic effort. Tbe necessity 
land the inducements for effort cannot be overraled. It is far better and far 
‚ more economical, as I conceive, to make capital yield its profits, not only dur- 
ing the war, but after its close, to make it an enduring monument of a lofty, 
self-reliant spirit. in the people, by investing it m permanent and useful man- 
ufacturing establishments, than to squander it away forever in purchasing 
goods from nations perhaps indifferent to our fate, or from a foe who are striv- 
jng by all the appliances of war to subjugate and enslave us. 
-' Besides, the uncertai duration of this trade should be impressed upon the 
public mind. We know not how soon the direction of the war may close the 
‚trade across the Rio Grande, and ieave us not only without a market for 
glothing—but without the machinery necessary to the manufacture of mate- 
tral for them. 
It 1s gratifying to learn, that the publi: mind, to some extent, is being 
awakened to the importance of this subject, and that combinations are here 
and there being made fur developing the mineral resources of the State, and 
for the introduction of machinery for manufacturing-gurposes. Let the spirit 
of enterprise be diffused, and Jet the good work go on, unt:l every man, wo- 
‘man and child in Texas, if need be, shall be clad in homespun or in domestic 
Manufactures, and until every field shall be ploughed with iron from our na- 
ive ores. 
3 The first act of my induction into this high and responsible office, is the 
faking of a solemn oath to discharge its duties according to the constitution 
and the laws, established in accordance with its provisions. This oath forbids me 
o tamper with the provisions of the Constitution; it binds me to make it the 
law to my official acts, as it is the law not only to the governed but to all of 
its officials. Where its provisions are plain, difficulty is at an end, and where- 
dver dcubtful, resort should be had to the rules of interpretation sanctioned 
‚By time and experience. 
¿ I should with the more apprehension take upon myself the administration 
oi the affairs of the State, were I not to be aided through the co-ordinate 
‘branches of the government. I indulge the hope that the officials of the va- 
Tous departments of the government may labor harmoniously and energeti- 
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cally together, wıth the single purpose of securing the welfare and the highest 
interests of the State—trusting that the God who has thus far sustained our 
cause and given victory to our army upon an hundred bloody fields, will vouch- 
safe bis guidance to all those engaged in the administration of the public ab 
fairs of the country. ri 


